Readings Ascension may 21 or 24
Acts 1:1-11
In the first book, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught until the day he was taken up,
after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.
He presented himself alive to them by many proofs after he had suffered,
appearing to them *during forty days
* 40 days again
and speaking about the kingdom of God.
*Jerusalem where the TEMPLE of God is
While meeting with the them,
* We both Wait and ENJOY even now
he enjoined them *not to depart from Jerusalem,
What are we promised?
but to *wait for “the promise of the Father
God’s PRESENCE forever.
about which you have heard me speak;
for John baptized with water,
but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

When they had gathered together they asked him,
How misguided are those who
“Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”
are constantly seeking
He answered them, “It is *not for you to know the times or seasons
to KNOW God’s plan!—Foolishly tryin
that the Father has established by his own authority.
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, like Fundamentalists, who ignore SS!
It is *not for you to know.
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
Rather
be WITNESSES in FAITH—
throughout Judea and Samaria,
a firm believer in what is promised.
and to the ends of the earth.”
When he had said this, as they were looking on,
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight.
*NO, don’t look somewhere else!
While they were looking intently at the sky as he was going,
HERE is where your Salvation is!
suddenly two men dressed in white garments stood beside them.
Here is where your Saving Action
takes p
They said, “Men of Galilee,
*why are you standing there looking at the sky?
the same place really.
This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven
will return in the same way as you have seen him going into heaven.”
PSALM 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9
R. (6) God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
All you peoples, clap your hands,
shout to God with cries of gladness,
For the LORD, the Most High, the awesome,
is the great king over all the earth.
R. (6) God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord
God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy;
the LORD, amid trumpet blasts.
Sing praise to God, sing praise;
sing praise to our king, sing praise.
R. (6) God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord
For king of all the earth is God;
sing hymns of praise.
God reigns over the nations,
God sits upon his holy throne.
R. (6) God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord

PAUL’S LETTER TO THE PEOPLE OF EPHESUS

1:17-23

Brothers and sisters:
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
The Trinity is here!
give you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation
XT sitting at God’s right hand
resulting in knowledge of him.
in the heavens,
May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened,
not only in this age
that you may know what is the hope that belongs to his call, but also in the one to come.
what are the riches of glory
The IKONS are not clear
in his inheritance among the holy ones,
and what is the surpassing greatness of his power
if XT is Ascending NOW or
for us who believe,
Descending at the End Time.
in accord with the exercise of his great might,
which he worked in Christ,
The fancy term for this is
raising him from the dead
Realized Eschatology, meaning that
and seating him at his right hand in the heavens,
The Eschatos, END Times are HERE already!
far above every principality, authority, power, and dominion,
and every name that is named
not only in this age but also in the one to come.
Who fills all things in every way?
And he put all things beneath his feet
The Father is perfect “is-ing”/ BE-ing
and gave him as head over all things to the church,
Yahweh the I am who am. יהוה
which is his body,
the fullness of the one who fills all things in every way.
of Moses on MOUNT Sinai.

XT is fully equal to יהוה.

Alleluia Mt 28:19a, 20b
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Go and teach all nations, says the Lord;
I am with you always, until the end of the world. . . .with you—all of you, all nations.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Gospel Mt 28:16-20
[Matthew has the Ascent take place on a mountain as in the OT; he wrote for Hebrews
who knew the OT, Moses and Elijah on a mountain. LUKE in ACTS has it happening in
Jerusalem, the final scene of the Redemption.]
The eleven disciples went to Galilee,
to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them.
When they saw him, they worshiped, but they *doubted.
Then Jesus approached and said to them,
“All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.”

* were of little faith
“wondered about it all”
Like us they believed
but still wondered!
Amazing to me that this early on
those who belonged
to Matthew’s ἐκκλησία / Assembly
so clearly expressed that BAPTISM
united us (as XT was united)
with the TRINITY.
The Orthodox do emphasize this!

. . .until the end of the age—end of the world
This, the FINAL AGE has begun with XT returning to the Father in Heave. In the meantime, we
are not alone, not orphans! As we wait with confidence. HE WILL COME AGAIN!
How do we ‘know for sure’? Ans: HE is HERE! That’s why.

